Transition Tairawhiti – Dreamstorm evening 15th June 2010
What will life be like in Tairawhiti in 2030?
How can we prepare for it?

Food \ Social Policy Group.

We had a varied discussion with 6-8 people in our group mainly on the topics of Water, Food supply and Gardening, cropping, population control. We raised more questions than solutions but asking the right questions has to be a good start. 
Water 

Will there be enough clean drinkable water? Perhaps running it through purifying forms would help with water quality. 

Can we take water from the sea by desalinisation? (Also  a source of local salt) 

Will water supply even be a problem? In summers in the 60s and 70s the main reason water was in short supply was due to heavy industry (Wattie’s and Freezing works). Will we have such industries here in the future? 
Should we promote rainwater tanks (as many people had in the 1950s) as a way to collect water? Also grey water collection for gardens. 

We should ban bottled water from our area – no debate about this. 

Food Supply and Gardening. 

Due to increased transport costs, it is likely that food production will need to be more local and seasonal in 2030. Tairawhiti is fortunate to have fertile flats close to the city. Organic farming which doesn’t rely on petroleum based fertilizer and pesticides is very likely to become more competitive economically 

Organic farming and permaculture would also enrich our soils making food production much more sustainable.
Will we need to grow more of our own food?  Urban gardening may in fact be more efficient on water use and kinder to the environment than the current large scale version of food production. 
Community gardens could be a possible future project. However, we thought there may not be enough interest as most people in Tairawhiti have their own backyard. Other ways for gardeners to network and to share ideas especially young with old, could be neighbourhood garden networks, vege garden rambles, trading in vege tokens, sharing your garden  with one other family one week on and one week off.  There is the need to encourage teaching  gardening at schools as the enviroschools project did. 
We would also like to see local seed being saved especially heritage seed and creation of a seed bank.  
Cropping 

We discussed growing hemp and flax as a local industry for fabric and fibre . Ethanol for fuel can be extracted from Willow trees which grow abundantly on local farms, often being planted for erosion defence. 

Tairawhiti food production at the moment is fairly dairy free (apart from Waimate Cheese) and gluten free with the closure of the milk factory and the only significant local grain grown being corn. Maybe we need to find out if other grains can be grown here and plan for another local milk supply.  

Population Growth 
We finished with a brief discussion about population growth which was seen as being the world’s biggest future problem. What will be the size of Tairawhiti’s future population? Will people immigrate here to escape the horrors of the Northern Hemisphere? Will we be too isolated if transport here is still reliant on fossil fuels? How can we reduce the rate of population growth? Improving the economy and education especially of young women are two proven ways. 

In all lots of ideas to take away and turn into action hopefully in the not too distant future. Together we can make a difference! 

Lesley, Pamela, Anna, Stefan, Rhi, Peter, Marcus and Kahu.
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